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edge not ethical in content has little value. Personality 
of a desirable sort is a virtue and an asset — a very at- 
tractive thing. It springs from blood, and contacts, and 
basic faiths. When asked, Why does the race sacrifice, 
as it does, for the education of its children ? one wishes 
to cease "playing hide the thimble" with the answer, 
and to state it concisely and with great clearness, and 
one adopts the gnomic text from Herbart, that "The 
main business of education is the ethical revelation of 
the universe." 

What has happened in the world since August 1, 1914, 
should be a sufficient demonstration of the fact that, 
among the other things which have failed, the old 
"keep still" and "obey" school has failed. If the world 
is to be made safe for democracies, children must now 
be socialized up to that plane. National interests, ex- 
panding ideals of what it means to live, justice, require 
that we shall begin all over again that the children of 
this generation may learn what is right and do it, what 
is true and live it. The foundations of States have 
been shaken ominously because of differences in moral 
outlook and character norms. The time will soon be 
at hand not only for recuperation, but for vital readjust- 
ments in our personal, social, industrial, and govern- 
mental standards, for the responsibilities of the coming 
generations are manifolded infinitely by the sins and 
shortcomings of this. War came to an unwilling world 
because certain nations systematically fomented sus- 
picions, envies, fears, hatreds, and other immoral quali- 
ties. The character education of the boys and girls of 
this generation is the supreme challenge to the creative 
intelligence of today. 

Such a business requires three things : Teachers must 
discover, tabulate, and apply for themselves the great 
principles known to buttress hopeful social institutions; 
childhood morality must be objectively examined, and 
codes of conduct must be devised, that boys and girls 
may be the more easily led along the ways that preserve 
and develop life and happiness including the realization 
of worthy ideals ; finally, all the best in the art of teach- 
ing must be brought to the service of the undertaking. 
The fit teacher, the thing to be done, the best way of 
doing the thing — these are the three elements to be dis- 
covered and brought together by the schools for the 
safety and happiness of ourselves and our posterity. 

Sensing the great importance of character education 
as a means of national conservation, President Wilson 
has called upon the United States Bureau of Education 
to frame in the light of our present need a course in 
practical or applied patriotism. Text-books with fresh 
material and points of view in the field of character edu- 
cation are appearing with increasing abundance. The 



National Institution for Moral Instruction, with head- 
quarters in Washington, is about to issue a "Morality 
Code" selected from a number submitted last year in 
competition for the five thousand dollars offered by the 
Institution. This Institution is now offering twenty 
thousand dollars reward for the "Best Method of Char- 
acter Education in the Public Schools." The Bureau of 
Naturalization of the Department of Labor is increasing 
its well known activities in behalf of an intelligent 
citizenship for the adult alien student body in the schools 
of nearly two thousand towns and cities of our land. 
These are hopeful signs. They are not attempts simply 
to return to the old moral philosophies of the last cen- 
tury. They are not put forth either as a defense or an 
expression of the purely descriptive sciences. They rep- 
resent no merely academic interest in "applied sociology." 
They do not partake in any sense of the charlatanry of 
books on "decorum." The attempt is to get at that 
truth which will quicken the moral sense, the person- 
alities of young people, inspire them to deeds which we 
all recognize as right to be done, clear the path of duty, 
reform notions concerning human activities now known 
to be mistaken and ill directed, and which will result in 
a wider and deeper participation in the things of true 
democracy. Somehow, it is felt, human beings will in 
these ways succeed yet in enthroning mind in its proper 
place above force, and find the true tests of hope, of 
progress, and of happiness in realms about which, when 
they are understood, there is essential agreement. In 
Casa Ouidi's Windows are these lines : 

"Children use the fist 
Until they are of age to use the brain." 

If this age is ever to be reached in fact, if the fist 
is to be controlled by the brain indeed, it will follow 
the long wake of that public education which effectively 
moulds and directs the characters, the personalities of 
boys and girls to that end. 



BACK-FIRING THE AGITATORS 

The President has appointed Colonel E. M. House 
to investigate the facts pertinent to our interna- 
tional relations. So much has been said to the effect that 
the Colonel's mission has no relation to an early peace 
that the importance of the appointment seems for the 
most part to have been overlooked. Manifestly if we are 
to conserve the moral unity of the American people they 
cannot long be kept in the dark by any failure to in- 
form them, by any studied purpose to keep them igno- 
rant. If we are to avoid what The New Republic calls 
the "intolerance, unreason, and hysteria of the trivial 
peoples that have deservedly gone down to defeat," the 
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rank and file must know as much as possible of the 
situation in terms of fact. Especially is it true that if 
the voice of America is to receive respectful attention 
around the table where the terms of peace will be dis- 
cussed and decided, that voice must be the voice of exact 
information. The appointment of this discreet gentle- 
man as an investigator of facts is one of the cleverest 
and withal the most significant acts on the part of our 
government since the beginning of the war. Because of 
it, the talking agitators in behalf of "policies" are check- 
mated, and, according to all the rules of the game, they 
are unable to move. 

As usual, Colonel House has not been especially com- 
municative about his plans. Enough, however, appears 
to assure us of this Society that we shall be respect- 
fully heard on the things in which we believe; indeed, 
that the collective intelligence of American citizenship 
will be studied by the commission and given voice when 
that voice will need to be heard. If there has been 
objection to discussion of America's aims in this war, 
the objection has been, not to discussion, but to wrong 
and harmful discussion — discussion for the most part 
uninformed. The objection was natural and warranted. 
Now the job of competing with foreign diplomats ap- 
pears more hopeful, because information in the premises 
will not be entirely with them. 

Incidentally, we believe that these facts should in due 
time be spread broadcast as bases of a popular educa- 
tion. We see no reason why they should not be utilized 
as means of making clearer the real -principles behind 
the victory we purpose to win. The people of the United 
States are amateurs in matters of foreign relations. 
This cannot continue. Our adult population wish to 
know about the Dardanelles, Balkans, the German col- 
onies, Poland, Trentino, the Baltic provinces, and they 
are entitled to know. We now have a League for 
National Unity intending to create a medium through 
which loyal Americans of all classes can give expres- 
sion to the fundamental purpose of the United States, 
to carry to a successful conclusion "this new war for 
the independence of America and the preservation of 
democratic institutions and the vindication of the pur- 
poses of humanity." Manifestly such a league must 
be informed. It is the duty of the government to see 
that it is informed. The publicity department of the 
government will help, but the information to be gath- 
ered by this special commission should also be avail- 
able. For if we really "win this war" it will be because 
we have refused to join the cult of hatred, and because 
with an intelligence based upon exact information we 
went forth, not only with arms, but with those ideas 
and ideals out of which a hopeful and successful civ- 
ilization must be built. 



EDITORIAL NOTES 



The Remedy 
for Jaded 
Patriotism. 



Characteristic of practically minded 
Chicago, is the slogan which it flung 
last month across its vacant lots and 
sidewalk sign-boards: 



WHAT IS THE USE OF MONEY ANYHOW 

IF WE DON'T WIN THIS WAR? 

BUY A BOND ! 

This has immediate pertinency. But the still more 
pertinent inquiry of the reader is, of course, "What 
war?" If merely the war against Germany is in the 
mind of the creators and readers of this slogan, the ap- 
peal is less appealing than it ought. to be. Those who 
will trade the product of their toil for bonds, or their 
lives f Or victory, are entitled to know what sort of victory 
is to result from their sacrifice. 

As the men and women of this country determine for 
what purpose they are pouring out their blood and treas- 
ure, they will determine that which will be returned to 
them, to their children, and to their children's children. 
In measure as they hitch the wagon of their ambition to 
the star of international right, rather than to the inter- 
mediate lamp-post of German defeat, they will help de- 
feat the German government withal, but, more, defeat 
the arch enemy of the ages, the real enemy which has 
made it necessary for us to stop all our legitimate affairs 
to go forth to slay and to be slain, the seething serpent 
of a shameful past, the devastating dragon of history — 
war. If only we can fix our wavering attention upon 
this war as a last great crusade against War we shall 
find consolation for the disconsolate, and all the inspira- 
tion we need for jaded patriotism. 



The Thought of The synopsis prepared by Dr. 

Three Centuries Charleg R Leverm of the World 

on Means to Peace. - . 

reace foundation, elsewhere pre- 
sented in this issue, is necessarily brief in its resume of 
the sixteen noted plans for world organization, dating 
from 1603 to the present day; but it forms, nevertheless, 
a most instructive study. One day, and that within ap- 
preciable time, the world will come nearer than ever be- 
fore to realizing in full measure the dreams of those who 
have earnestly sought the secret of international justice. 
The plan for international cooperative effort then for- 
mulated will not spring full grown into being from the 
forehead of any modern Olympian, as an entity apart 
from all similar plans past and present. It will be on 
the contrary a composite of those, with only such neces- 
sary additions as all of them combined have failed to 
provide. Earnest study, therefore, of the thought of 
the past and present upon this subject is a necessity for 
one who will wish to exert his personal effort in the gen- 



